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A few weeks ago I started to play soccer for Banagher United. 

We have training every Wednesday from 7:15 pm to 8:15 pm. It 

cost ?3.00 per session. I play with the under 11 age group. We 

have played 4 Matches so far. We won 3 and lost 1. Our 

matches are always played on a Saturday. We travel every 

second week. It is really good fun and good exercise also.

Colman Gohery

Banagher  United Soccer

People's Pharm acist, Eyrecour t 's Finest!
On the 11th of October, customers of Davis? 

Pharmacy, Eyrecourt, nominated Ellen Davis to be a 

nominee for the People?s Pharmacist of 2021 Award. 

Out of 700 nominees, Ellen was chosen to be in the 

final 8, nationwide. People have been casting their 

votes, and encouraging other people to do so. Voting 

lines closed on the 1st of November and the winner 

will be announced on the 1st of December. Ellen is 

very happy to be chosen as a nominee and was 

actually very surprised when she was nominated. ?I 

am very happy to have been nominated and to get to 

the final 8 in this Award. I would like to say a big thank 

you to all the people who have voted for me, it means 

a lot that they took the time to do so,? Ellen said. We 

really hope Ellen will win the award. 

Isabelle Davis
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Christmas Shoeboxes 
Every year Eyrecourt NS participates in the Team Hope Shoebox appeal. If 

you don't know what that is I will tell you. You get a shoebox and put toys, 

clothes, and sweets in it. Then you send it off to the nearest drop off point, 

and Team Hope will bring it to another Country. 

The children who get the shoeboxes are very happy as that is their 

Christmas present.

Jack O' Leary

In October, during the Hallowe?en break my family and I went to Kerry for 4 days. We 

stayed in Ocean View Holiday Homes in Portmagee. It was right beside Valentia Island. It 

was a long four-hour journey to get there but it was worth it.

There were a lot of places to visit around Portmagee and Valentia Island. On the first 

morning we were there we visited the Kerry Cliffs. We could see Skellig Michael where Star 

Wars was filmed, from the top of the cliffs. The view was amazing.  After that, we got some 

hot chocolate and went to Ballinskelligs beach where my father, my brother and I found a 

small cave which was very cool.
The next day we went to visit Derrynane House where Daniel O?Connell ?The Liberator? 

lived. Later that day we drove across the bridge to Valentia Island. There were so many 

places to go we didn?t know where to start. We ended up at a slate quarry that was on 

Nationwide. It was very old and creepy!

That night we went to a nice restaurant and filled ourselves with yummy food. Every 

night we played cards and Scrabble with my family. I won ? 8 one night playing 25! The 

drive home felt even longer but we got Supermacs on the way which made it better. It 

was one of the best holidays I've ever had.  Oisín Larkin

M y H ol iday to Ker r y

In Germany, school starts at 7.40 in the morning so I had to get up really early. In the winter time it was pitch black on my 
way to school. The school day finishes at 1 o?clock but we usually have a lot of homework. 

In my school we didn?t have any computers, so no Minecraft and no school Newspaper, not to mention hurling! 

Some of the subjects we learn in school are different.  In Germany we learned about nature stuff like trees and plants 
but we never learned History. We had to write 6 exams every year. I am enjoying the break here.

There are only four classes in German Primary Schools, then you move on to secondary 
school. We didn?t have a school uniform in Germany, but I like wearing the school uniform 

here in Ireland and  my mother likes it too as it?s less work for her.  Emma Conroy

.

H ow Schools in  Germ any and Ir eland are Different
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On Saturday the 30th of October we did the Zombie Walk. It took place in 

Garbally Woods Ballinasloe. It was on the 29th and the 30th of October. It 

was ?10 per person. We had to buy our tickets online. We did the walk at 

7.45pm. You could do it at different times as well.

The Zombie Walk is a walk in Ballinasloe each year. People dress up and 

hide in the woods. When you are walking past they are jumping out of 

everywhere and scaring you.

We had to queue for a few minutes before we entered the woods. When we 

entered there were people jumping out of every angle scaring us. It was so 

dark. All the zombies were grabbing our arms and legs. Men came out of 

the bushes and with running chainsaws and started chasing us. It was really 

scary.

During the walk we had to answer 3 questions. We had to get 2 out of the 3 

questions right. If you got two right you got a gold coin. You needed the 

gold coin at the end or else you would have to stay with the zombies all night. We got to go through because we had the 

gold coin. At the very end Instep dance school did an amazing performance. They were all dressed up too.

Overall the walk was really good. I would really recommend doing it. I hope we can do it again next year.

Amber Gohery

Ballinasloe Zombie Walk

On October 27th my two uncles, my two cousins, Dad and myself headed off 
to Farmaphobia Co. Meath. We were so looking forward to this as we had 
looked it up online and it was very scary. We were booked in for 7 o?clock in 
the evening and it was a wet, windy cold night.  The farm is divided up into 
different sections and different scares. When we arrived we waited in line for 
the first scare. The first scare was a clown chasing us through a corn maze 
with a bunch of different monsters jumping out.  We got a real fright 
because we did not know what to expect. The other ones were Purge Night,  
Mommas Murder Maze, Carnevil, and World War 2 Zombies. It was done 

very well and very realistic. I would highly recommend it for next year.

Lee Larkin 

A Scar y Night
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Spring Flower Boxes

On Friday, November 19th we planted flower boxes with Spring bulbs.  

We did a lot of preparation.  First of all we had to count the windows of the school.  We decided not to put flower boxes 

at the back of the school but we still needed 27 boxes!  We also measured each window sill to make sure that the 

window boxes would fit.

Ms Treacy went to the garden centre and bought 27 flower boxes, 4 bags of compost and many bulbs. The Cash for 

Clobber money paid for it all. 

The bulbs she bought were daffodils, snowdrops, tulips and crocuses.  We did a practice window box first.  We put a layer 

of compost at the bottom.  We planted the daffodils and tulips first because they were the biggest.  Then we put in a 

layer of compost.  Then we planted the crocuses and snowdrops.  Finally we put in another layer of compost and 

flattened it down with our hands. 

We started with McGettigans class.  We had a layer of compost already in the boxes before they came out. Then we 

helped them plant the bulbs and Joe went around with the compost.  They listened quite well but we had to make sure 

they had the bulbs the right way up!

Ms McGrath's class were next. They were our liveliest class.  They are finding it hard to wait until spring to see the 

flowers!

The window boxes at the front of the school were planted by the senior room.  Every window box is the responsibility of 

2 or 3 pupils. 

We really enjoyed planting the window boxes with everyone.  While it was time away from the books, we worked hard!

Aibhín Larkin, Seán Ó Dowd, Denis Boder, Kalem Lynch, Joe Cunningham
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Derrynane House
During the midterm break I was on holidays in Co. Kerry. We visited Derrynane House, the home of Daniel O?Connell. The 

house is beside a lovely, long beach. There was also a big garden that people could walk around. It is a gorgeous place to 

visit.

When you go in the door, straight in front of you, you can walk up to a room that shows a 20 minute long video about 

Daniel O?Connell?s life. After the video, you go on a tour of the house. You visit his study, the drawing room and the dining 

room. The furniture is the actual furniture that was there when Daniel O?Connell owned the house. He inherited the 

house from his uncle in 1825 so the furniture is nearly 200 years old.

Daniel O? Connell?s nickname was The Liberator. He was a Catholic lawyer and in his later years he looked for equal rights 

for the Catholic people of Ireland. He was sent to college in Paris and saw the French Revolution. He escaped back to 

Ireland and decided against violence because he saw so much of it in France.

Derrynane was his favourite place and he visited there every summer. It took 6 days to travel from Derrynane to Dublin 

back then! He went hunting hares with his greyhounds, he fished and also invited guests to the house.

Daniel went to Rome to get blessed by the Pope because he was 

very sick. He died on the way in 

1847 and the bed he died in was 

on the bottom floor of Derrynane 

House.

Daniel O?Connell was a hero for 

Catholic people and the main 

street in Dublin is called after 

him.

Patrick Larkin

Sheep Farming
It is November now and it is time to bring in the 

ewes from the field that are in lamb.  They will be 

brought into the sheep shed and bedded down in 

some nice straw until they have their lambs. On 

our farm, the sheep can start lambing as early as 

December. All other sheep stay out in winter as 

their big wooly coats keep them dry and warm.

Harry Horseman 
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On Saturday 6th of November, Eyrecourt took on Killimor in the intermediate semi-final. The match took place in 
Duggan Park Ballinasloe, at 2pm. A great crowd had gathered for both sides.

The match got off to a great start. Nathan Earner got the first point for Eyrecourt, then we gave Killimor a free which 
they put over. The match was pretty tight throughout. At half time it was a draw, both teams on 7 points.

The last 15 minutes were very intense, it was nail biting. Killimor got a free in the dying minutes of the final quarter. 
They took the free and it dropped short, one of the Killimor lads got it and drove it into the back of the net.  The 
Killimor crowd went wild. There were 6 minutes of injury time added. It was so intense I felt sick!! Rusty (our goalie) 
drove it down to the half forward line and Eyrecourt won a free in the 6th minute of added time. It was on the 
21-yard line and the pressure was on Eyrecourt to go for goal to end the game in a draw. John Fleming stepped up 
to take this free and gave it his everything. He went for the back of the net but the Killimor defence blocked it. The 
referee blew the whistle. It was over.

Eyrecourt lost by a goal, but everyone on that team tried so hard and did their best. Hopefully next year Eyrecourt 

will get into a county final and win.

Amy Kenny

Intermediate 
Semi-Final

Hallowe'en Fun
This year for Hallowe?en we played loads of games. It was lots of fun. We did 

not do any work at all. One game we played was Mummy Wrap. The sixth 

class wrapped Amber, the fifth class wrapped Oisin and fourth class wrapped 

Colman. We also played Grab the Bun from the String. Which is a lot like an 

apple on a string. We watched a movie called Nightbooks. The classroom was 

full of fun and games. It was incredible. We had an amazing time. I can't wait 

to see what we do next year for Hallowe?en. 

Lily Loughnane

Getting the catt le in the shed 
for WinterIt?s time again to put in the cattle for winter.

First, you should take off the mash before you start shaking it out 
then you can shake it out into the bale of straw.

Next, you check the cattle for water. Always have clean water for 
your cattle or any animal before they go into the shed.

Then, take out a bale of silage, take off the wrap and the mash 

and put it in a bag. Then you split it in half.

Give them meal to make them happy cows and happy cows mean 
happy farmer!

Joe Cunningham
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1932 steam Engine Merlin aka ?The Sea Breeze?
The Merlin or also known as the sea breeze was built in Manchester. It ran on the 

Dublin to Belfast line for over 30 years. It can pull up to 400 tonnes at a speed of 

80 mph. It works at 215 Psi and has thermal fuses set at 325 Degrees C. The Train 

is currently operated by the Railway preservation Society of Ireland which was 

formed in 1964. The train runs on a 5ft 6 inch gauge rail and operates throughout 

the year offering various tours. It currently runs on coal from the North East of 

England but from now on its coal will be imported from Russia.  The Train needs a 

fireman and a driver and both work in tandem. It works on a max gradient of one 

in fifty. Its current boiler was built in Harland and Wolfe in 1968 but has been 

re-tubed several times since.

The Train offers beautiful Christmas Tours but unfortunately not this year due to 

the Covid 19 restrictions in the Republic. The train is currently housed at the 

North Wall in Dublin City and its carriages are housed in Inchycore beside 

Houston Station. A cold open boiler inspection and hot working inspections are 

carried out annually and are statutory inspections by law.
Joe Cunnignham

I reland V Japan

Saturday the  6th of November, Ireland and Japan went head to head. It was the game where Johnny Sexton made his 

100th cap. Ireland beat Japan 60-5 in the Aviva Stadium. This was a great performance by Ireland who played some 

great rugby. They didn?t let Japan get into the game. Johnny Sexton scored a try on his 100th cap.

Ireland face the All Blacks this Saturday 13th of November  in the Aviva Stadium.  After this victory it will give them 

great confidence facing the mighty All Blacks. We wish Ireland good luck.  

Daire Hogan, Kalem Lynch

 

New  Galw ay Hurl ing M anager
Two weeks ago Galway Senior Hurling appointed Henry Shefflin as their new manager. This 

was very unexpected as everybody thought it was going to be Davy Fitzgerald from Clare.

I think this appointment would be great for Galway, as Shefflin has had a very successful 

hurling career with both his club and county and as manager of his club, Ballyhale Shamrocks. 

I think he will get great respect for the Galway players.

This has given a great boost to the hurling community in Galway.  Hopefully they can go on to 

be as successful as Henry has been with Kilkenny!  

Luke Hogan
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Last Friday my Nana was very upset to hear the 
news that Kiltormer Nursing Home was closing. 
My Nana has worked there for 29 years and was 
always very happy going to work to care for the 
residents. The Glynn family have had the nursing 
home for 35 years and are all very upset that they 
are forced to close. We went to the nursing home 
last Sunday with my Nana and brought biscuits 
for all the staff and residents that were there. We 
could only pass the biscuits through the windows 
as you can?t go in to visit due to Covid. It was very 
sad to see how upset everyone was. I hope they 
will be happy in their new nursing homes.  

Sophie Kenny

KIltormer Nursing Home

Hallowe'en 2021
Everyone did a good job at dressing up for this Hallowe?en.  After a small break to celebrate Hallowe?en the junior room 
did a poem and a song. The middle room also did a poem and it was a very good poem.  The senior room did  the 
Ghostbuster dance. Which also was very good.

The sixth class dressed up as a  group. They dressed up as ghostbusters and ghosts.  They had a lot of detail on their 
costume which was very cool.

Afterwards all the pupils did a parade around the yard.  I think the best costumes were in the junior room.

We also ate a lot of sweets.   The best costume in the whole school had to be Oisín Larkin. He dressed up as a hippie.  We 
all thought he was a girl, even the teachers. 

We had a special guest who was Father McInerney. It was his birthday, which was very nice. We all sang Happy Birthday. 

It was the best Hallowe?en ever.   Callum Griffin
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