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The Meelick River Fest was on the 3rd of October 2021. It was on in 

2019 too but was canceled in 2020 due to Covid 19. This year there 

were over a hundred participants. I have spoken to some of the 

participants and they have said that the best thing about the event 

was that you had the opportunity to meet new people and make new 

friends. We were very lucky with the weather as it was good. There 

were companies advertising their 

products such as Inland Fisheries , 

Outdoorsy and iCanoe.  Something that everyone enjoyed was the 

local coffee trailer Cairde Coffee and Adare Farm Catering.

There were competitions for the kayakers such as the time trial , 

boatercross  and skills like Canadian canoeing , stand up paddling and 

canoe paddling. There was lots to enjoy for all the spectators as well 

and a great viewing point was the newly finished walkway. There was a 

photography exhibition and also a heritage walk by James Scully and a 

biodiversity walk  by Christie Cunniffe. Overall the Meelick River Fest 

was a brilliant success - there was something for everyone whether 

you were  kayaking or spectating.  So hopefully next October will be even 

better!

And thank you to the generous sponsors who make sure that the event 

can take place: Canoeing Ireland , Waterways Ireland , Ted Larkin Car Sales, 

Galway County Council, Meelick Development Group, Outdoorsy.ie , 

CHMarine, I-CANOE, LIFFEY MILLS , Pyranha, CHADWICKS, WALSH, Red Bull, 

Discover Galway, Barna Recycling, earthbound films, Wild Ireland 

adventure OFFALY,  Inland Fisheries Ireland, Sport Ireland, Cairde Coffee, 

Adare Farm Catering, Boylan Travel.

Patrick Larkin

Photos by Sean O'Dowd
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First  Holy Com m union Class 2021
On Saturday 25th September, 3rd class finally got to 
make their First Holy Communion.  The weather was 
beautiful and everyone looked fabulous. Last years 
First Holy Communion class gifted each child with a 
goodie bag and a balloon. I got to help give out the 
goodie bags after their mass. Because Covid 
restrictions were eased, their grandparents were 
allowed to be at their mass too. They were so lucky! I 
hope everyone had a great day.

Sophie Kenny

left to right:

Isabella Ogunjimi, Nicole Horseman, Isabella Larkin, Rhian 
Power, Oisin Treacy, Daniel Treacy

Updat e f rom  

Rom ania
In Romania Covid was not too bad.  Most people are 

vaccinated.  The businesses and shops were closed for 

only a few months. 

Since the lockdown Romania hasn't been the same. My cousins have to wear masks in school. There are 

two parts to my grandparents' town. There is a poor side and a rich side. Romania has been a hard 

country to live in because of the snakes showing up at people?s doors and sometimes polar bears. The 

polar bears show up  because they can smell the food. 

There are also deadly birds and boars.  There are lots of stray cats and dogs.  Dogs are dangerous. The 

bears are friendly but black bears are dangerous.

In the summer it is very hot and in winter it snows a lot.  In Romania the snow gets big.

The beaches are very nice and the mountains are huge.  I climbed a mountain. It wasn't a huge mountain.  

It was about the size of a bungalow house. 

I want to go back to Romania soon. It is fun in Romania.In Romania Halloween is very different. We don't 

go trick or treating. We stay at home and play games and watch movies. It has been 4 years since I was 

last in Romania.  Hopefully we can plan a trip to Romania soon.

Derek Bodar



Harry 's Farm ing Updat e

It is now October and the farm is very busy.  Soon all the cattle will be 
coming inside for winter and the sheds must be ready for them. 

We have a lot of extra stock this year to look after.  We bought new  Friesian 
cows who we hope to be milking in the coming spring. We have been very 
busy building a milking parlour in our yard.  It 's not finished yet, we still 
have a lot of work to do and I have been helping when I can along with all 
our other jobs.

Harry Horsman.

School changes
When we came back to school on the 1st of September there were lots of changes in the school.

We had a new teacher. Her name is  Ms Clarke. Turned out to be very nice!

Ms. Clarke is teaching us some spikeball. Spikeball is a sport just like volleyball.

In the game we use our hands to hit the ball over the net. If it hits the ground on the other side we get a 
point 

This year you have to sanitize your hands a lot to keep Covid out of the school.

We are doing very well to keep Covid out of our school.

 Ms Treacy has changed to Resource teaching.It is strange seeing Ms Treacy in Resource teaching, we are 
used to seeing Mrs Barrett. 

Ms McGettigan is our new middle room teacher.  She has changed the classroom and she has painted 
the cubby holes to white. She has a microphone in the classroom. They started new Halloween art. It is 
very cool.

The only room that stayed the same is Ms McGraths classroom. As usual she is doing something very fun 
like always for the junior room.

The school has a new roof at the front. Ms Treacy has a new white board in her classroom.

We started to use tablets in school and computers. We are starting to use an app called Minecraft 
Education Centre. It is really fun. We do it in pairs.
Callum  Griffin & Kalem Lynch



Eyrecour t  U11/U12 Hur ling Blit z Oct ober  9t h 2021
On Saturday October 9th 2021 at 2pm, our U11 and U12 teams took part in a hurling blitz with Kinnity/Lusmagh and 
Killimor. Eyrecourt fielded 2 teams.
There were some very good games in the blitz and they were all very close.  The first game was Eyrecourt (team 1) 
v?s Kinnity/Lusmagh. Eyrecourt were the winners of this game.  The second game was Eyrecourt (team 2) v?s Killimor, 
unfortunately Killimor were the winners of this one.  Eyrecourt (team 2) then played Kinnity/Lusmagh and they won 
this one too.  All the games were very close and very enjoyable.  We all received medals and goodie bags afterwards.  
A big thank you to Basil Larkin for organising the blitz and making it so enjoyable for us all.   Luke Hogan

Int erm ediat e Hur l ing Cham pionship 

Eyrecour t  v?s Kil l im or  Oct ober  10t h 2021
It was the 10th of October, when two rivals were facing each other at 
Duggan Park, Ballinasloe.  The teams were Eyrecourt and Killimor, who 
won the U17 championship a week earlier as a joint effort in the newly 
formed Fr. Joe Walsh?s. This could get ugly and hectic, we will just have 
to wait and see!!
The first few minutes were pretty smooth hurling, and then Eyrecourt 
got a banger of a goal..... a few more points have been scored by both 
teams and then Eyrecourt score another goal!!  Will Killimor be able to 
get back into the game?
Killimor have some near misses but then they manage to turn the 
table and score a goal! A few more points scored and one or two 
arguments and the final whistle is blown.... Eyrecourt are the 
champions of the day.

 Final score Eyrecourt 2-18, Killimor 1-15.  Daire Hogan

Training for  t he Fut ure
Over the years hurling has become more physical and fitness is very important. 
Now that we are finished club hurling for this year our trainers decided to get a professional fitness coach to train us 
for the winter.  This training is for 9 to 14 year old's.
Our trainers name is Brian Troy.  We started Saturday with a 1 km run so Brian could see where our fitness was at. 
Monday night was our first session. We did an hour of running, stretching and core development.  
I'm really looking forward to training with Brian.  Lee Larkin

Meelick-Eyrecourt under 11 hurling team took part in a four 

team tournament in Kinnitty, Co Offaly on the 11th of 

September.

 Before the matches started a lone accordion player lead the 

teams in a parade around the pitch. The four teams were 

Moneygall from Tipperary, Borris on Ossory from Laois and the 

hosts Kinnitty/Lusmagh. We played three very close hurling 

matches. 

The four teams were very even. We got refreshments after the 

second game and we were not able to run after that. When the 

games were finished we got medals and more refreshments. 

Overall it was a great day of hurling.     Oisín Larkin



The senior classroom is taking part in Minecraft for Education this year. 

What is Minecraft for Education? 

Minecraft is a program on a computer.  You have to create a world.  You build 

houses, farms and towns.

In school we follow a lesson each week. We are on our 3rd lesson now. In the 

1st lesson we learned how to build a house.  We built a Mars Rover for our 

second lesson. We are now learning how to build an island. 

We were already used to playing Minecraft at home.  At home we just play but at school it takes lots of 

concentration. The school package has extra features. We are learning how to be good architects and 

engineers. We are learning about maths and science in a fun way. 

We feel very lucky to be taking part in this project. 

Denis Bodar

New juniors 

Our new junior infants are Lucy, Luke and Anna-Leigh.  They love LEGO, jigsaws and playing 

outside. They all like  the playground slide.  I asked the juniors about their costumes.  Lucy is going 

to be a killer clown,  Anna-Leigh is a zombie and Luke's a super hero.  We can't wait to see their 

costumes!

Jack O'Leary 

Reading Is Benef icial In 
More Ways Than One!
During the summer, I was doing a big clear out of my bedroom. I came 
across loads of picture books I don't use anymore. 

I didn't have anyone to give them to, so Mam and I decided to create a 
stand in the Pharmacy with the books. People would donate money 
(however much they felt right) and take a book. These donations would 
go to Our Lady?s Hospital for Sick Children, Crumlin. 

Lots of people have been picking up lovely books for their young family 
members and then leaving a donation in the box. I have raised over 
one thousand euro! In the end, all the books ended up getting a new 
home and another few uses instead of sitting in a landfill.

Isabelle Davis



The Nine Legged Cycle
On September 18th, 5 men from Clonfert (Anthony 
Flanagan, Jodie McEvoy, Daniel Hogan, Stephen Swan 
and Brian Kenny) took on a Monster Challenge in aid of 
Clonfert National School. The lads cycled from Clonfert 
to Westport, climbed Croagh Patrick and then cycled 
home again on Sunday 19th September. They started at 
around 4:30 in the morning, while the rest of us were in 
bed! A massive task in itself, even more so for Anthony 
doing all of this on one leg!

This event has been done to raise much needed funds 
for the development St Brendan?s National School 
Clonfert.

A crowd gathered at Clonfert on the Sunday evening to 
welcome them home. They had bonfires, posters and 
flags flying. The children of the school wore their school 
jerseys and cycled the final leg from Clonfert cross to the school with them. It was an emotional finish. 
They had a litt le party in the hall afterwards and 
had a cake for Jodie?s birthday.

Huge congratulations to everyone, what a 
challenge!

Amy Kenny



               The of f icial opening of  Meelick  Weir
On the 24th of September 2021 Waterways Ireland officially opened Meelick Weir.  It was opened by the 

Minister of housing Darragh O?Brien. The local neighbours were invited to attend the opening as some of 

these neighbours had campaigned for nearly a decade to have the walkway over the river restored.

Meelick Weir was built in the 1840s. The weir is 300 metres long. The weir and its walkway connect from 

Galway to Offaly. The weir was damaged and broken down from flood waters and severe storms. 

Waterways Ireland decided to reconstruct the weir.

Waterways Ireland began design work for the new weir in 2012. The walkway was closed in 2016 because 

they started doing work for the new weir.

Victoria Lock was made in the 1840's. The lock is the Lusmagh side of the weir.  The lock opens at 

different times each day to let all the boats pass. The lock was the first to be made on the River Shannon.

One of the oldest churches is also in Meelick. The church is 607 years old. It was built in 1414AD.

It is really beautiful to walk on the weir which cost ?3 million in total.  We are so lucky to have this on our 

doorstep.

Amber Gohery

Anim al Diary

Rex is my dog.  He is nearly 1 years old. We 

got Rex before the summer. Rex is a crazy 

dog.  He chews our shoes, he runs after cars 

and he digs holes in our garden. 

Every month I will write an update on Rex and 

other animals. Stay tuned!

Aibhín Larkin



Eyrecourt Gets a Make-Over
Have you noticed the difference in the village while driving through?

The flower baskets, the fresh looking walls, the new flags, the gates to John Eyre?s Castle given a 
fresh coat of paint and best of all the new lights in the square. 

So who did all this?
The Eyrecourt Development group started in July and worked so hard to make our village clean, tidy 
bright and colourful. We appreciate this 
so much and  we thank the group for all 
their hard work.

Lily 
Loughnane

My Holiday t o 

Cent re Parcs
On the 26th of August we were 

going on our holidays to Centre 

Parcs. We were going for 5 days. 

That morning we got up early and 

we finished packing our suitcases. 

When we had our bags packed we loaded the car. Our boot was full. Dad went in the van because he 

brought our bikes and we went in the car.

At 10 am we set off on our holidays. We stopped in Ballinasloe to get a bit of shopping for our lodge in 

Centre Parcs. At 12 o'clock we arrived at Centre Parcs. We couldn't check in until 4 o?clock so we looked 

around for a while and went to a playground.

We checked into our lodge at 4 o'clock. We brought our car and van to the lodge to unpack all our stuff. 

After that we parked our car and van in the carpack. We had a restaurant called Hucks booked for 

Monday evening. 

In the middle of Centre Parcs there was a village where everything was. There were a lot of different 

shops there like a supermarket, a sheet shop, toy shop and a small clothes shop. My favourite shop was 

the sweet shop. There were also a lot of restaurants. I liked the pancake house the most.

We cycled everywhere on our bikes. We got a trailer for JJ for the back of daddy's bike for him to sit in. 

When we went on cycles JJ sat in the back of the trailer.

We did lots of activities there, such as golf, swimming, tree trekking, we went on a boat and we did 

football pool. They were all really fun to do. 

My holiday to Centre Parcs was really good and I hope we can go there again next year.

Colman Gohery
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